






23-4 (09); release dates: June 6-12®

from The Mini Page © 2009 Universal Press Syndicate

Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.

Forgotten cities
In Pompeii and nearby cities, ash and

rocks rained down from Mount
Vesuvius. Pompeii was buried in about
20 feet of the debris, or rubble. The city
of Herculaneum, between Pompeii and
Naples, was completely buried. In fact,
years later people had forgotten that
Herculaneum had ever existed.
A bigger beach

Some homes in A.D. 79 were built
right on the beach. The soil and ash
from Vesuvius pushed the coastline out
by many feet.

Buried treasure
Much later, during the 1600s and

1700s, people digging wells for water in
the area discovered parts of sculptures,
slabs of marble and other items buried
in the soil. When others found out about
the buried treasures, they began
digging and taking whatever they could
find. But no one kept records of what
was found or where the ruins were.
A scientist steps in

In 1860, the king of Italy turned over
the excavation of Pompeii to an
archaeologist named Guiseppe
Fiorelli. (Archaeologists study the
habits and ways of ancient people
through the things they leave behind.)

Fiorelli insisted on carefully removing
items and cataloging, or listing, each
one and where it was found.

Uncovering Pompeii

A city preserved
The ash that fell from Mount

Vesuvius hardened, something like
cement, after many years. As the bodies
of people and animals decayed, the
hardened ash around them kept its
shape. It was lightweight enough that it
didn’t crush the remains.

Fiorelli discovered he could pour
plaster into the cavity, or opening,
where the person’s skin and clothing
used to be. This way he could create a
detailed model of how the person looked
when he or she died.
Pompeii today

Excavations of Pompeii continue
today. Scientists are trying to find out
about life in Pompeii even before the
famous eruption of A.D. 79. They can
learn a lot about how cities grow by
continuing this work.
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The Mini Page thanks Carol Mattusch, guest
curator of the exhibition “Pompeii and the
Roman Villa: Art and Culture Around the Bay of
Naples” (at the Los Angeles County Museum of
Art through Oct. 4) and professor of art history
at George Mason University, for help with
this issue.

Next week, The Mini Page is about famous
fathers.

At the library:
• “Vacation Under the Volcano,” a Magic

Treehouse book, by Mary Pope Osborne, and
“Ancient Rome and Pompeii,” a nonfiction
companion book to “Vacation Under the
Volcano”

• “Pompeii: The Day a City Was Buried” by
Melanie and Christopher Rice

• “Pompeii” by Richard Platt

This plaster cast of a
man and a vase he
was probably
carrying was made
in the 1800s. The
casts were detailed
enough to show
facial expressions
and clothing details.

photo courtesy Department of Image
Collections, National Gallery of Art
Library, Washington, D.C.

Digging for valuables
Experts think about 20,000 people

lived in Pompeii at the time of the
eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Only about
2,000 bodies were found when scientists
began excavating (EX-ca-vay-ting), or
digging, in the area.

Survivors of the volcano probably
returned fairly soon to Pompeii. Upper
stories of buildings could be seen above
the ash.

People tried to dig for valuables
buried in their homes or businesses.
When they dug deep, they may have
released poisonous odors like those
that killed Pliny the Elder. These
vapors probably killed some of the
survivors.




